Dr Séamus Mac Suibhne (Sweeney) ) was a widely admired psychiatrist, writer and scholar whose contributions ranged from psychiatric care to Greek philosophy, and from medical education to the application of new technologies in educational and clinical settings. Séamus wrote extensively on these and many other themes in the professional and popular literature. In his clinical work, Séamus was a compassionate doctor, effective team-worker and skilled manager. He served as a representative of graduates on the Governing
Dr Séamus Mac Suibhne (Sweeney) (1978-2019) was a widely admired psychiatrist, writer and scholar whose contributions ranged from psychiatric care to Greek philosophy, and from medical education to the application of new technologies in educational and clinical settings. Over his career, Séamus wrote extensively on these and many other themes in the professional and popular literature. In In his academic life, Séamus researched, wrote and cowrote about medical education [2] [3] [4] [5] [6] and had a particular interest in technology as a new and exciting element of both teaching and clinical care [7] [8] [9] . Séamus wrote extensively about philosophy [10, 11] and classic texts in the history of psychiatry [12] [13] [14] [15] [16] [17] , and had a particular interest in psychotherapy. Séamus's other contributions and co-authored papers concerned a dizzying array of topics including psychiatric liaison with primary care [18] , 'vampirism' as a mental illness [19] , translation and interpretation in psychiatry [20, 21] , synaesthesia [22] , 'new' mental illnesses such as solastalgia and hubris syndrome [23, 24] , various aspects of psychiatric medication [25, 26] , bibliotherapy [27] and the work of Nicholas Culpeper, a seventeenth-century English physician, herbalist, botanist and astrologer [28] . Séamus devoted particular attention to the need for better acknowledgement and management of mental illness among psychiatrists [29] .
Séamus loved to read as well as write, and his range of interests was broad. He reviewed books and wrote on diverse themes for publications including the Guardian [30, 31] , Times Literary Supplement [32] [33] [34] [35] [36] , Lancet [37] [38] [39] , Millennium: Journal of International Studies [40] , Irish Journal of Psychological Medicine [41] [42] [43] [44] and Spectator [45] . He also wrote short stories [46] and won the 2010 Molly Keane Writing Prize.
Séamus served as a member of the Senior Registrar Committee of the Irish Psychiatric Training Committee Alongside these myriad commitments, Séamus always prioritised time with his family, made space for his deep appreciation of the natural world, and maintained a keen interest in sport, even contributing to Newstalk's 'Off The Ball' sports programme on occasion. Séamus also blogged extensively, on both established blogs such as The Dabbler and blogs he created himself. He posted especially frequently on his personal blog, seamussweeney.net, which took its motto from Dante Alighieri's Divine Comedy: 'Poca favilla gran fiamma seconda'-'A great flame follows a little spark'.
With Séamus, there were many sparks, and one great flame. An erudite and humble man, he is deeply missed.
